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of two hours,  confessed himself conquered, kissed his
sword, and surrendered it.

In 1652> broke out the memorable war between the
two commonwealths of England and Holland; a war, in
which the greatest admirals that, perhaps, any age has pro-
duced, were engaged on each side; in which nothing less,
was contested than the dominion of the sea, and which was
carried on with vigour, animosity, and resolution, propor-
tioned to the importance of the dispute. The chief com-
manders of the Dutch fleets were Van Trump, De Ruyter,
and De Witt, the most celebrated names of their own
nation, and who had been, perhaps, more renowned, had
they been opposed by any other enemies. The states of
Holland, having carried on their trade without opposition,
and almost without competition, not only during the unac-
tive reign of James the first, but during the commotions
of England, had arrived to that height of naval power, and
that affluence of wealth, that, with the arrogance which a
long-continued prosperity naturally produces, they began
to invent new claims, and to treat, other nations with inso-
lence, which nothing can defend, but superiority offeree.
They had for some time made uncommon preparations, at
a vast expense, and had equipped a large fleet, without
any apparent danger threatening them, or any avowed
design of attacking their neighbours. This unusual arma-
ment was not beheld by the English without some jealousy,
and care was taken to fit out such a fleet as might secure
the trade from interruption, and the coasts from insults;
of this Blake was constituted admiral for nine months. In
this situation the two nations remained, keeping a watch-
ful eye upon each other, without acting hostilities on either
side, till the 18th of May, 1653, when Van Trump appeared
in the Downs, with a fleet of forty-five men of war. Blake,
who had then but twenty ships, upon the approach of the
Dutch admiral, saluted him with three single shots, to re-
quire that he should, by striking h^lag, show that respect
to the English, which is due to e*My nation in their own
dominions; to which the Dutchman answered with a broad-